
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel This Week:  

 

Reformation Day and All Saints’ Day 

“And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gide-

on, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets – 

who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 

promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the 

edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in 

war, put foreign armies to flight… Yet all of these, though they were 

commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since 

God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from 

us, be made perfect.” (Hebrews 11:32, 39-40) 

 

This coming week brings us to two important days from the Protestant 

and Roman Catholic liturgical calendars respectively. Wednesday Oc-

tober 31 is Reformation Day – an official feast day in many Protestant 

countries, and a day when folks go to church to remember that it was 

on October 31, 1517 that Martin Luther published his ninety-five the-

ses which started the Reformation. The day thereafter, Thursday No-

vember 1, is All Saints’ Day – a liturgical tradition going back to the 

ninth century, an official feast day in many Catholic countries, and a 

day when folks go to church to remember all those who have died be-

fore us in the faith and to celebrate that even death cannot take away 

the unity that exists between “the church triumphant” (those in heav-

en) and “the church militant” (the church on earth).    

Many Protestants (including Presbyterians and Baptists) have forgot-

ten about the All Saints’ Day tradition – nervous as they are about the 

veneration of saints in the Catholic tradition. Catholics certainly have 

not seen a reason to celebrate Reformation Day. But other traditions – such as Anglicans and Lutherans – 

have always celebrated both days. And for good reason. Reformation Day and All Saints’ Day both re-

mind us that we are part of a long tradition of faithful women and men who went before us – the “cloud of 

witnesses” of which Hebrews speaks – and who surround us as we run our own race (Hebrews 12:1). But 

they also remind us as a church that we should not try to reach backward to an imaginary golden age in 

the past, but to reach toward a golden age in the future, when with all the saints we will be perfected in 

God’s grand transformation. 

So, come sing with us on Refor-

mation Day that A Mighty Fortress 

is Our God, and on All Saints’ 

Day thank God For All the Saints!  

 

Chapel Next Week: 

Chapel next week will be led by 

students in Dr. Cole-Turner’s 

“Church and Sacraments” class.  

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

HICKS READER 

Chapel Team 

  - Dr. Angela Hancock  - Dr. Edwin Chr. van  Driel 

  - Jane Anabe   - Laura Blank 

  - Lisa Franklin-Robinson - Elaine Loggi 

  - John Magnuson  - Michael Wallace 

 - Kendra Smith, worship coordinator 

Wednesday 

 

Reformation Day 

 

Joel 2: 28-29 

Romans 3:21-28 

Thursday 

SACRAMENT OF THE 

LORD’S SUPPER 

All Saints’ Day 

Dr. Hancock presiding 

Hebrews 11:39-12:2 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

John 8:31-36 

Monday 

 

TAIZE  

 

Psalm 46 

Joel 2:28-29 


